IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1-41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) A method for encoding of a n-channel 
digital audio signal, where n is an integer larger than 1, 
comprising the steps of: 

encoding each channel signals of the n-channel digital 
audio signal so as to obtain an encoded channel signal for each of 
said channel signals in response to probability values for each of 
said channel signals— .1 

carrying out a prediction filtering on each of said 
channel signals in response to a set of prediction filter 
coefficients for each of said channel signals so as to obtain a 
prediction filtered channel signal from each of said channel 
signals—;.. 

generating a set of prediction filter coefficients for 
each of said channel signals—.;.. 

generating probability values for each of said channel 
signals in response to a probability table for each of said channel 
signals and the corresponding prediction filtered channel signal 
for each of said channel signals—.;.. 

generating the probability tables for each of said channel 
signals-; .;_. 
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generating first mapping information and a plurality of m 
sets of prediction filter coefficients, where m is an integer for 
which holds 1 < m < n, said first mapping information and m sets of 
prediction filter coefficients being representative of said n sets 

of prediction filter coefficients for said n channels 7 — > ; 

generating second mapping information and a plurality of p 

probability tables, where p is an integer for which holds 1 < p < 
n, said second mapping information and p probability tables being 
representative of said n probability tables for said n channels™; 
and 

combining said first and second mapping information 
signals, said plurality of m sets of prediction filter coefficients 
and said plurality of p probability tables into a composite 
information signal. 

43 . (Currently Amended) A method for encoding a n-channel 
digital audio signal, where n is an integer larger than 1, 
comprising the steps of: 

encoding time equivalent signal blocks of each channel 
signals of the n-channel digital audio signal by dividing the time 
equivalent signal blocks into M segments, and encoding the signal 
portions of the channel signals in all M segments in said time 
equivalent signal blocks, so as to obtain an encoded signal portion 
for each of said signal portions in said M segments in response to 
probability values for each of said signal portions, where M = 
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^sp iwJ _ and sp-L is the number of segments in the time equivalent 

z=0 

signal block of the i-th channel signals — i_ 

generating probability values for each of said M signal 
portions in response to a probability table for each of said M 
signal portions™.! 

generating the probability tables for each of said M 
signal portions—!. 

converting the information about the length and locations 
of the M segments in the n channel signals into first segment 
information, and f - or- generating first mapping information and a 
plurality of m probability tables, where m is an integer for which 
holds 1 < m < M, said first mapping information and said m 
probability tables being representative for said M probability 
tables- ; and 

combining said time equivalent signal blocks, said first 
segment information, said first mapping information signal and said 
plurality of m probability tables into a composite information 
signal . 

44. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 43, 

■±j ^further s - i ' f----ej the steps of: 

- . . time equivalent signal blocks for 

each of said channel signals by dividing the time equivalent signal 
blocks into segments, and prediction filtering the signal portions 
of the channel signals in all P segments in said time equivalent 
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signal blocks, so as to obtain a prediction filtered signal portion 
for each of said P signal portions in response to a set of 
prediction filter coefficients for each of said signal portions, 

where P = ^sf t and sf^ is the number of segments in the time 

2=0 

equivalent signal block of the i-th channel signal™.;.. 

generating a set of prediction filter coefficients for 
each of said P signal portions™.;.. 

converting the information about the length and locations 
of the P segments in the n channel signals into second segment 
information, and far - generating second mapping information and a 
plurality of p sets of prediction filter coefficients, where p is 
an integer for which holds 1 < p < P, said second mapping 
information and said p sets of prediction filter coefficients being 
representative of said P sets of prediction filter coef f icients~£ 
and 

combining said second segment information, said second 
mapping information signal and said plurality of p sets of 
prediction filter coefficients into said composite information 
signal . 

45. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 44, 

wherein said method further eompj?-iei-ng--comprises the steps of: 
generating a first indicator word (w]_) of a first value, 

indicating that the segmentation of the time equivalent signal 
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blocks for the probability tables is different from the 
segmentation of the time equivalent signal blocks for the sets of 
prediction filter coefficients and of a second value indicating 
that the segmentation of the time equivalent signal blocks for the 
probability tables is the same as for the prediction filter 
coeffici en t s-, — .;. and for 

supplying only one of the first or the second segment 

information in the latter case, 

wherein the c omb i n i ng m e ans b e ing adapt e d to combin cste^....combJ : nes 
the first indicator word and the only one of the first segment 
information or the second segment information into said composite 
information signal, in the case that the first indicator word has 
the second value. 

46. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 45, wherein said 
only one of the first or second segment information is generated if 
the first indicator word has the second value. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 44, 
<. i m > x - r further * :> ■ > . 

generating a second indicator word (W2) of a third value 

indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks all have the same 
segmentation for the sets of prediction filter coefficients.... and 4cs 
adapted to generate a second indicator word of a fourth value 
indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks have each a 
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different segmentation for the sets of prediction filter 
coefficients , 

' - the converting k—< ^- k 4 - i ; l ^ ^ 

generates second segment information for only one time equivalent 
signal block in the case that the second indicator word has the 
third value.;., and is adapt e d to g e nera te generat.es second segment 
information for each of the time equivalent signal blocks in the 
case that the second indicator word has the fourth value, and that 
wherein the combining m e ans is further adapt e d to combinc combines 
the second indicator word into said composite information signal. 

48. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 43, 
wherein, the method further compr i s ing compxLses„...the. ...s t ep.„.o f .:. 
generating a third indicator word (W3) of a fifth value 

indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks all have the same 
segmentation for the probability tables.,., and is adapted to generate 
a ■thir d indicator word of a sixth value indicating that the time 
equivalent signal blocks have each a different segmentation for the 
probability tables, that 

whe r e i n ... the converting means is adapted to generatestep.....gene..r.ates 
first segment information for only one time equivalent signal block 
in the case that the third indicator word has the fifth value.... and 
is adapted to genera t eg.enerat.es first segment information for each 
of the time equivalent signal blocks in the case that the third 
indicator word has the sixth value, and that w he re in... the combining 
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m e ans is furth e r adapt e d to combinostep_^ombines the third 
indicator word into said composite information signal . 

49. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 44, 

:{:.h:2IS{:UA \:i::2.J:l:lL\l:idl... further r ;::•>' : : >\o :;:o : 'h±L.l:::.:l+ \:i:lLJ::l:22....Q.Ll 

generating a fourth indicator word (w/ : ) of a seventh 

value, indicating that the mapping information for the probability 
tables is different from the mapping information for the prediction 
filter coefficients.... and of an eighth value indicating that the 
mapping information for the probability tables is the same as for 
the prediction filter coefficients, and for supplying the first or 
the second mapping information only in the latter case, 

i eta the combining means being adapted to combine s. tep....cojrbin.e s. 
the fourth indicator word and the first mapping information or the 
second mapping information only into said composite information 
signal, in the case that the fourth indicator word has the eighth 
value . 

50. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 44, 
wherein the metho d further comer:--*- , rp t - : . , , : f 
generating a fifth indicator word (W5) of a ninth value 

indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks all have the same 
mapping information for the sets of prediction filter coefficients^ 
and is adapted to generate a fifth indicator word of a tenth value 
indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks have each a 
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different mapping information for the sets of prediction filter 
coefficients , that 

wherein, the converting means is adapt e d to gcn o r generates 
second mapping information for only one time equivalent signal 
block in the case that the fifth indicator word has the ninth 
value ; .. and is adapt e d to gon e rat e g enerat.es second mapping 
information for each of the time equivalent signal blocks in the 
case that the fifth indicator word has the tenth value, and that 
wherei n the combining m e ans is further adapt e d to combine step. 
combines the fifth indicator word into said composite information 
signal . 

51. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 43, 
^1^1 > further - 1 j, ^ ■ > 

converting information concerning the number of segments 

in a time equivalent signal block of a channel signal into a number 
code, 

where in,,, the combining means being further adapted to combine step, 
corcbjjies the number code into said composite information signal . 

52. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 51, 
wherein said number code satisfies the following table: 



s 


code ( S) 


1 


1 


2 


01 


3 


001 
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0001 






s 


o ls_1, i 



where S is the number of segments in a time equivalent signal block 
of a channel signal. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 44, 
wherein the first set of prediction filter coefficients is 
allocated to the first of said P segments, said second mapping 
information being devoid of mapping information for mapping said 
first set of prediction filter coefficients to said first segment 
of said P segments, 

(a) the first bit in said second mapping information indicating 
whether the set of prediction filter coefficients for the second 
segment is the first set of prediction filter coefficients or a 
second set of prediction filter coefficients, 

(bl) if the first set of prediction filter coefficients is also the 
set of filter coefficients for the second segment, then the second 
bit in said second mapping information indicating whether the set 
of prediction filter coefficients for the third segment is the 
first set of prediction filter coefficients or the second set of 
prediction filter coefficients, 

(b2) if the second set of prediction filter coefficients is the set 
of filter coefficients for the second segment, then the next two 
bits in the second mapping information indicating whether the set 
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of prediction filter coefficients for the third segment is the 
first, the second or the third set of prediction filter 
coefficients , 

(cl) if the first set of prediction filter coefficients is the set 
of filter coefficients for the second and third segment, then the 
third bit of said second mapping information indicates whether the 
set of prediction filter coefficients for the fourth segment is the 
first or the second set of prediction filter coefficients, 
(c2) if the first set of prediction filter coefficients is the set 
of filter coefficients for the second segment and the second set of 
prediction filter coefficients is the set of filter coefficients 
for the third segment, then the third and fourth bit in said second 
mapping information indicating whether the set of prediction filter 
coefficients for the fourth segment is the first, the second or the 
third set of prediction filter coefficients, 

(c3) if the second set of prediction filter coefficients is the set 
of filter coefficients for the second segment, and the first or the 
second set of filter coefficients is the set of filter coefficients 
for the third segment, then the fourth and fifth bit in the second 
mapping information indicating whether the set of prediction filter 
coefficients for the fourth segment is the first, second or the 
third set of prediction filter coefficients, 

(c4) if the second set of prediction filter coefficients is the set 
of filter coefficients for the second segment, and the third set of 
filter coefficients is the set of prediction filter coefficients 
for the third segment, then the fourth and fifth bit in the second 
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mapping information indicating whether the set of prediction filter 
coefficients for the fourth segment is the first, second, third or 
the fourth set of filter coefficients. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 43, 
wherein the first probability table is allocated to the first of 
said M segments, said first mapping information being devoid of 
mapping information for mapping said first probability table to 
said first segment of said M segments, 

(a) the first bit in said first mapping information indicating 
whether the probability table for the second segment is the first 
probability table or a second probability table, 

(bl) if the first probability table is also the probability table 
for the second segment, then the second bit in said first mapping 
information indicating whether the probability table for the third 
segment is the first probability table or the second probability 
table, 

(b2) if the second probability table is the probability table for 
the second segment, then the next two bits in the first mapping 
information indicating whether the probability table for the third 
segment is the first, the second or the third probability table, 
(cl) if the first probability table is the probability table for 
the second and third segment, then the third bit of said first 
mapping information indicates whether the probability table for the 
fourth segment is the first or the second probability table, 
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(c2) if the first probability table is the probability table for 
the second segment and the second probability table is the 
probability table for the third segment, then the third and fourth 
bit in said first mapping information indicating whether the 
probability table for the fourth segment is the first, the second 
or the third probability table, 

(c3) if the second probability table is the probability table for 
the second segment, and the first or the second probability table 
is the probability table for the third segment, then the fourth and 
fifth bit in the first mapping information indicating whether the 
probability table for the fourth segment is the first, second or 
the third probability table, 

(c4) if the second probability table is the probability table for 
the second segment, and the third probability table is the 
probability table for the third segment, then the fourth and fifth 
bit in the first mapping information indicating whether the 
probability table or the fourth segment is the first, second, third 
or the fourth probability table. 

55. (Currently Amended) A method for decoding a composite 
information signal comprising encoded data of a n-channel digital 
audio signal and side information having a relationship with the 
encoded data, comprising the steps of: 

retrieving said encoded data and side information from 
said composite information signal—;.. 
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decoding the encoded data so as to obtain n channel 
signals in response to a set of probability values for each of said 
channel signals-; — 

carrying out a prediction filtering on each of said 
channel signals in response to n sets of prediction filter 
coefficients, one set for each of said channel signals, so as to 
obtain a prediction filtered channel signal from each of said 
channel signals, said sets of prediction filter coefficients being 
derived from said side in forma tion— 

generating n sets of probability values, one for each of 
the channel signals in response to a corresponding prediction 
filtered channel signal and corresponding probability table, said n 
probability tables, one for each of the channel signals, being 
derived from said side information—;.. 

retrieving first and second mapping information, a 
plurality of m sets of prediction filter coefficients and a 
plurality of p probability tables from said side information—;.. 

reconverting said first mapping information and said m 
sets of prediction filter coefficients into n sets of prediction 
filter coefficients, one set for each of said channel signals, 

where m is an integer for which holds 1 < m < n? ; and for 

reconverting said second mapping information and said p 

probability tables into n probability tables, one set for each of 
said channel signals, where p is an integer for which holds 1 < p < 
n . 
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56. (Currently Amended) A method for decoding a composite 
information signal comprising encoded data of a n-channel digital 
audio signal and side information having a relationship with the 
encoded data, where n is an integer larger than 1, comprising the 
steps of: 

retrieving said encoded data and side information from 
said composite information signal—.;.. 

decoding said encoded data into M signal portions in 
response to corresponding sets of probability values, one for each 

of said M signal portions, where M = ^sp t and sp-j_ is the number 

2 = 0 

of segments in the time equivalent signal block of the i-th channel 
signals— 2. 

generating M sets of probability values, one for each of 
the M signal portions in response to a corresponding probability 
table, said M probability tables, one for each of the signal 
portions, being derived from said side inf ormation-ri. 

retrieving first segment information and first mapping 
information and a plurality of m probability tables from said side 
information, where m is an integer for which holds 1 < m < My-£ 

reconverting said first mapping information and m 
probability tables into M probability tables, one for each of said 
signal portions-; — ; and -~v - &F 

reconverting said first segment information into 

information about the length and locations of the M segments in the 
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n channel signals so as to obtain time equivalent signal blocks in 
said n channel signals. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim -5^5.6, 
> J. Jl...^::;:Li.^L.. Jilin J : .l.l:^.... further co^*.>r ; 3 ; 

outputting the time equivalent signal blocks of said n 

channel signals. 

58. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 56, 
• * :• : , x 'v . ].c d further c ompr i sing c .pjcnpr. i s e s ... t he steps of: 

carrying out a prediction filtering on said time 
equivalent signal blocks of each of said channel signals by 
dividing the time equivalent signal blocks into segments-? — ; and 

prediction filtering the signal portions of the channel 
signals in all P segments in said time equivalent signal blocks and 
for all n channel signals, so as to obtain a prediction filtered 
signal portion for each of said P signal portions in response to a 
set of prediction filter coefficients for each of said signal 

portions, where P = and sf-L is the number of segments in the 

:=0 

time equivalent signal block of the i-th channel signal—^ 

retrieving second segment information, second mapping 
information and p sets of prediction filter coefficients from said 
side information, where p is an integer for which holds 1 < p < Pt-£ 
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reconverting the second segment information into 

information about the length and locations of the P segments in 
the n channel signals.;., and #e^= 

reconverting the p sets of prediction filter coefficients 

into P sets of prediction filter coefficients, one for each of said 
P signal portions, using said second mapping information. 

59. (Currently Amended) Appa rat. u 3 -The rae t h od „ a s claimed in 
claim 58, whereJ ; n____3jA.id ^ n>M-t j i t <. t h 
steps....of .:. 

retrieving a first indicator word (w]_) from said side 

information, said first indicator word, when being of a first 
value, indicating that the segmentation of the time equivalent 
signal blocks for the probability tables is different from the 
segmentation of the time equivalent signal blocks for the 
prediction filter coefficients, and when being of a second value, 
indicating that the segmentation of the time equivalent signal 
blocks for the probability tables is the same as for the prediction 
filter coef f icients^ — and for 

retrieving one segment information only from the side 

information in the latter case, the reconverting means further 
being adapted to copy the said segment information so as to obtain 
the first and second segment information, in the latter case. 

60. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 58, 
' ' c i ' - ^ c -~ ' z \ further comprising corns r ' ; : ; 1 1.:. 
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retrieving a second indicator word (W2) from said side 

information, said second indicator word, when being of a third 
value, indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks all have 
the same segmentation for the prediction filter coefficients and, 
when being of a fourth value, indicating that the time equivalent 
signal blocks have each a different segmentation for the prediction 
filter coefficients, the said... retrieval means further being adapted 
; • : \ : . .} . • • , .... •• .. . • : ; second segment information 

for only one time equivalent signal block from the side information 
in the case that the second indicator word has the third value,.,., and 
is adap ted to retrieve-- - - second segment information for 
each of the time equivalent signal blocks in the case that the 
second indicator word has the fourth value, 

wherein...the reconverting means being further adapted to copy step. 
cosies the second segment information n-1 times so as to obtain the 
P segments of the time equivalent signal blocks of all n channel 
signals, in the case that the second indicator word has the third 
value . 

61. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 58, 
wherein the ^eir^re^l--ffi^^ ^^^^ - - r z ,i-,} r t : 3 

retrieves a third indicator word (W3) from said side information, 
said third indicator word, when being of a fifth value, indicating 
that the time equivalent signal blocks all have the same 
segmentation for the probability tables, and when being of a sixth 
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value, indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks have each 
a different segmentation for the probability tables, that th e 
r e tri e val m e ans is further adapLee to r e tri e v es i' - r, , i, rr MJ 

•i eying first segment information for only one time equivalent 
signal block in the case that the third indicator word has the 
fifth value.;., and is adapt e d to r otr i c v ere.tr ieving first segment 
information for each of the time equivalent signal blocks in the 
case that the third indicator word has the sixth value, and that 
wherei n the reconverting m o ans is furth e r adapt e d to copy step, 
copies the first segment information for said one time equivalent 
signal block n-1 times so as to obtain the M segments of the time 
equivalent signal blocks of all the n channel signals, in the case 
that the third indicator word has the fifth value. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 58, 

further comprising cornprrses t he s t ep .... o f 

retrieving a fourth indicator word (W4) from said side 

information, said fourth indicator word.,. when being of a seventh 

value, indicating that the mapping information for the probability 
tables is different from the mapping information for the sets of 
prediction filter coefficients.,., and— when being of an eighth value, 
indicating that the mapping information for the probability tables 
is the same as for the prediction filter coefficients, that, the 
retrieval means is further adapted to retries g \ 1 tep 
en c> 1 vi only one mapping information from the side information 
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in the latter cas e case...the...f 
Va.]jJ.Q / 

wfc:@X.fj : .D....the reconvert ing m e ans b e ing -€»»y4-:foey----e^^ 

G.Q.Q.LQ.?:: the mapping information retrieved in the case that the 

fourth indicator word has the eighth value. 

63. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 58, 

wbS^§iX....tJ^L.JI^.;VX.QG.... further <"o-?.o'- : h '. no- c.:;nt:Ul;..-:LQ.t U\o_niS{:kL.S:i.l. 

retrieving a fifth indicator word (W5) from said side 

information, said fifth indicator word, when being of a ninth 
value, indicating that the time equivalent signal blocks all have 
the same mapping information for the prediction filter 
coefficients.^, and— when being of a tenth value, indicating that the 
time equivalent signal blocks have each a different mapping 
information for the prediction filter coefficients, that the 
retrie v al means are further adapted to retrieve ;aid rgcrigving. stsjo 
retrieving second mapping information for only one time equivalent 
signal block in the case that the fifth indicator word has the 
ninth value.... and is adapted to retrieve. re„t.r.iey.es second mapping 
information for each of the time equivalent signal blocks in the 
case that the fifth indicator word has the tenth value. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method as claimed in claim 56, 
* j< 1 c . z:\ further ^^ t ^~~ r+ ^ — c )r im th; -tec of.:. 

converting information to retrieve a number code for a 

time equivalent signal block from said side information, said 
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number code representing the number of segments in said time 
equivalent signal block. 

65. (Previously Presented) The method as claimed in claim 64, 
wherein said number code satisfies the following table: 



s 


code ( S) 


1 


1 


2 


01 


3 


001 


4 


0001 






s 


0 M, 1 



where S is the number of segments in a time equivalent signal block 
of a channel signal. 

66. (Currently Amended) A record carrier— comprising: 

a composite information signal generated by the following: 
encoding channel signals of_an n-channel digital audio 
signal so as to obtain an encoded channel signal for each of said 
channel signals in response to probability values for each of said 
channel signals, where n is an integer larger than 1— 

carrying out a prediction filtering on each of said 
channel signals in response to a set of prediction filter 
coefficients for each of said channel signals so as to obtain a 
prediction filtered channel signal from each of said channel 
signals—;.. 
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generating a set of prediction filter coefficients for 
each of said channel signals—;. 

generating probability values for each of said channel 
signals in response to a probability table for each of said channel 
signals and the corresponding prediction filtered channel signal 
for each of said channel signals—;. 

generating the probability tables for each of said channel 

signals—;.. 

generating first mapping information and a plurality of m 
sets of prediction filter coefficients, where m is an integer for 
which holds 1 < m < n, said first mapping information and m sets of 
prediction filter coefficients being representative of said n sets 
of prediction filter coefficients for said n channels-? — a^4—^e^r£ 

generating second mapping information and a plurality of p 

probability tables, where p is an integer for which holds 1 < p < 
n, said second mapping information and p probability tables being 
representative of said n probability tables for said n channel s~£ 
and 

combining said first and second mapping information 
signals, said plurality of m sets of prediction filter coefficients 
and said plurality of p probability tables into the composite 
information signal. 

67. (Currently Amended) A record carrier— comprising: 

a composite information signal generated by the following: 
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encoding time equivalent signal blocks of each channel 
signals of th e an_n- channel digital audio signal by dividing the 
time equivalent signal blocks into M segments, where n is an 
integer larger than 1, and encoding the signal portions of the 
channel signals in all M segments in said time equivalent signal 
blocks, so as to obtain an encoded signal portion for each of said 
signal portions in said M segments in response to probability 

values for each of said signal portions, where M = ^ and sp-[ 

z=o 

is the number of segments in the time equivalent signal block of 
the i-th channel signal- — ± 

generating probability values for each of said M signal 
portions in response to a probability table for each of said M 
signal portions—i. 

generating the probability tables for each of said M 
signal portions—!. 

converting the information about the length and locations 
of the M segments in the n channel signals into first segment 
information, and - f - e - r - -genera t ing first mapping information and a 
plurality of m probability tables, where m is an integer for which 
holds 1 < m < M, said first mapping information and said m 
probability tables being representative for said M probability 
tables— ; and 

combining said time equivalent signal blocks, said first 
segment information, said first mapping information signal and said 
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plurality of m probability tables into a— the.. .composite information 
signal . 
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